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February 5, 1860
O.W.U.
Delaware Ohio
February 5th 1860
Dear Brother
I received your welcome letter yesterday evening. It was dated the 1st and postmarked the 3d. I
was very glad to hear that you are all well. I am the same for which I feel thankful to my Creator.
For a week after I came here, I did not feel very well. Also last week I caught one of the severest
colds I ever had. It did not make me cough but filled me up, that is my head. For I could do
nothing else than sneeze. I am well of it now and I feel first rate bodily. I am up with my classes
and can go right along, I think.
You say you had no bid to that party at Abe’s? What was the reason? Did they think that you
was not fit? I suppose they had a good time. That depends on circumstances. I believe I was
never at a party that I had what I would call a good time. I was glad to hear that they were well.
You say that Abe’s school will be out on the 20th of this month and is to close with a famous
exhibition. Well I hope he will have better arrangements than I had in that thing I got off last
spring. Well as for that school of Geo. Poundstone’s (I suppose it is the same as the Willy or
Brushy Knob or where Wash Hull is teaching). I do not know anything about their summer
schools nut I should think Mary could teach it as well as any girl.
You say that you have not heard from W.F. I got one letter from him since I came here dated the
15th of Jan. He says “Since last I saw you I have been having tall times. After leaving you that
evening, I started in about 2 hours for Zanesville, arrived at 6 o’clock P.M. Went to the Zane
House, staid there all night, next morning started for Duncan’s Falls, got on a wagon and rode
the whole distance. Since I came here I have been employing myself very well. Last Tuesday one
week ago I went to the school house and found it locked and about 20 youngins inside. I went
quietly away, got a pair of skates, and went skating; froze my heels so that I have hardly been
able to walk since etc.etc.”
Well he got in the school house and made them “git” he said and went to several parties etc etc.
Maybe Frank deserved thrashing when he went to Rev. Wilson Lacey. Are you much scared of
that horse malady in your neighborhood. I feel somewhat surprised to hear of the misfortunes of
Eli Hull & Co. I suppose Father and Wilbur will not send for any more cigar orders soon. Do you
think they would?
I am glad the stock is doing well that is that they preserve their healthy condition. I suppose feed
has been pretty scarce. Though there has been some open weather. That is a new kick in moral
philosophy up at Geo. Rigby’s school. Let them go it while they are young for when they get old
they can’t. I got that 10 dollars. I don’t want you to distress yourself, just send it when you can
get it and can spare it well. That is when you send me the money.

I have just eleven dollars now. Next Tuesday my board bill will be 6.00. I com’d boarding on the
17th of Ja. I will get a hat I guess. One that will have considerable service in it
Enclosed you will find the California Brothers. Taken from one of the Delaware newspapers.
There has been considerable sleighing out here but it is all gone now and it raining today. There
is a funeral today, Mrs. Pilcher, wife of Rev. Pilcher of the Delaware Conference. You will see it
in the Advocate soon.
This last week I changed my studies all round. Prof McCabe has been teaching two classes and
he broke them up and sent some of them to other teachers and retained the rest and I was retained
in his class. Therefore I had to change my other classes. Now I recite Greek to Tutor Whitlock at
11 1/4 A.M, Algebra to Prof McCabe at 1 1/4 o’clock P.M. and at 2 o’clock to Prof King I recite
Latin.
There is a great revival of religion at the church where I belong. It has been in progress about a
week and a goodly number have been converted and I think more will be converted. 19 were
forward last night. And there was quite a good feeling in the church and the members work well
for the good of sinners and there has been some of the best sermons preached that I have heard
lately. I wish you was out here and you could have the chance of going to the altar. Well I need
to go up bad enough. Religion is the balm of like. Without it man is unhappy and discontented.
Religion should be the first object that mankind should embrace. It is a fearful thing for a person
to belong to Church and have no religion. It is a dangerous experiment for a man to trifle with
those things upon which hangs his future and eternal happiness.
I have a pretty good place to board this term, plenty to eat and well gotten up. Well I have
written nearly enough. I will answer your letter soon. Write often and let me know how you
prosper. If I get out of money I will write and let you know. I have a chance to join a choir in
south Delaware and I should like to pitch in there. How are the Great Western Coal Oil Works
prospering. I suppose you get all you want to do in the way of hauling.
I should like to write to Father and Mother but they never answer a letter and it is rather a strange
correspondence for me to do all of the writing. Give them my respects. I will write soon. Again, I
believe I told you that the small pox was at a little town 3 miles south of here named Stratford. I
guess they are all getting well. And it is in only our family and the Doctors think that it will not
spread any more. Write to me soon and give me all the news. Well I must close. Give my love to
Father and Mother and to all the rest reserving your own share of course. With these lines I end
my letter.
From Your Bro
T.S. Armstrong

